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#RBT                Troyer’s Humane Repeating Bait Trap

A

BC D

A)  Repeating Bait Trap
B)  Bait Tray
C)  Porch with 2 screws installed for you
D)  Aluminum Shutter Door

You can legally trap and eliminate the English House Sparrow as well as the European  
Starling.  Please be sure that the bird you are going to eliminate is one of those two species only.

Male English House Sparrow Female English House Sparrow
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Before we can bait the RBT we need to assemble the porch 
on as well as assembling the cage over the teeter-totter.  
Both are very easy to do.  

Step 1)  For shipping purposes the teeter-totter cover has 
been shipped flat.  You will need to assemble the cover.  
Begin by lifting the back side (at the rear) and lay it down 
over the top, back half of the RBT.

Step 2)  The very next  layer of cage wire also needs to be 
lifted up and this time it will lay over the wood block found 
behind the teeter-totter.

Step 3)  Insert your finger on the outer edge of the RBT,  
where you see the teeter-totter cage.

It should just pop right up.  

Step 4)  The above picture shows the back of the cage, 2 
black in color clips that you will need to attach to hold the 
cage in place.  

Step 5)  Installing the porch.  The porch is completely 
assembled with the 2 mounting screw on the underside of 
porch.  Align the holes in the front of the cage, teeter-tot-
ter side, with the screws protruding from the back of the 
porch.  
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Using your screw gun or driver tighten the screws till the 
porch is flush against the side of the RBT.

You are now ready to bait the trap.  Using white millet, 
cracked corn, feed, any food that draws the House Sparrow 
to your feeders will work.  You can use the provided bait 
tray OR you can place the bait directly on to the wood on 
the backside of teeter-totter.  When using the bait tray, 
gently push down on the teeter-totter to expose the flat 
surface to place your bait tray on.

You should place the RBT in an area frequented by House 
Sparrows, but elevate the trap at least 1 foot.  You can 
make a platform by using 2 cement blocks and a board cut 
to the size of the RBT.  Keep the RBT level.

Once you have captured your first sparrow others will 
enter more readily.  Make sure you are providing food and 
water in the trapping chamber.

Once you have enough sparrows in the trap force them 
into the chamber and then you can slide the aluminum 
shutter down over the hole, trapping the sparrows in one 
area.  Leave a few birds in the trap to act as decoys.

About the Lexan trapping door.  It swings freely so if you 
look up above the door you will see a screw head sticking 
down.  THIS IS NORMAL.  This will keep the door from 
raising to high.

Installing the shutter door
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About the wooden chamber.  We have developed the next generation of RBT’s by offering a wooden chamber 
built into the trap.  This provides the sparrow a safe and humane place to hide and keep out of the weather.  
This will help you keep decoy birds longer.

Baiting the Trap

Bait is placed on the opposite side of the teeter-totter.  It is above the top of the trap with wire around it.  You 
can bait the trap in one of two ways.  The preferred method: place the bait directly onto the wood, or when 
using a moist type bait like suet you can use the aluminum bait tray.  Also place some bait on the porch.

Bait should be any of the following:  white millet is the best choice, followed by cracked corn.  You can also use 
peanuts, suet, bread, bird seed, chicken and horse feed, human food scraps.  When using other baits you may 
capture other species of birds so it is very important that you MONITOR THE TRAP.  

When to use the bait trap

Bait traps work best in the fall, after the breeding season.  The RBT should be placed in areas that are frequent-
ed by the sparrows, near bushes, buildings, even chicken coops.  RBTs have been successfully used during the 
breeding season (spring and summer) by using their nesting material (pull it out of a gourd or house compart-
ment) as bait.  You should place some food and water in small dishes (not provided), and place them inside the 
wooden chamber.  

Bait traps are very effective but you must have patience.  Placing the RBT in one area where you see house 
sparrows does not guarantee that they will go in it.  You may have to try several places, however once you cap-
ture the first sparrow it will become much easier.  Always leave a few sparrows in the trap as bait, to help draw 
in others.

Identification

Identify the English House Sparrow  (Passer domesticus) and be 100% sure.  If in doubt let it out.
	 Breeding Male A chunky full-breasted bird with round head and stout bill.  Breeding males have grey 
crowns, white cheeks, a black bib and a chestnut neck.
	 Breeding Female  A full-bodies bird with a stout bill.  Plain buffy-brown overall with dingy gray-brown 
underparts.  Their backs are noticeable striped with buff, black and brown.
	 Non Breeding Males  are streaked brown, black and buffy above and dingy below.  They lack the bright 
chestnut neck and extensive black bib of breeding males.  Also a yellowish bill.

Tips! 

The teeter-totter is calibrated for the weight of the house sparrow.   If you need to adjust the teeter-totter weight 
you have complete access to the rear compartment to make adjustments.  Should you need to calibrate the tee-
ter-totter for weight use two quarters.  

Elevate the trap.  Getting it off the ground, a foot or so will aid in capturing the sparrows.

There are wire covered doors on the back of the trap.  Simply turn the handle a quarter turn to release the door.  
Insert your hand in the opening to capture the sparrows.

Thank you and good luck!


